
 

 Fr Will Matthews SDB 
General Councillor for  

East Asia & Oceania 

And you? Are you willing to set out and be a "missionary of hope 

among the peoples"? 

      Fr Jorge Mario Crisafulli SDB 
General Councillor for Missions 

FOR REFLECTION      
AND SHARING 

 What do you think is 

the greatest 

contribution of a 

'missionary of hope 

among peoples'? 

 What do you think 

are the greatest 

limitations and 

challenges for 

missionaries today 

who find themselves 

facing a different 

culture? 

 



0 GIVE THANKS > TRADITIONS     
SALESIAN INTENTION: 

We give thanks for the richness that comes from  
the variety of cultures and religions we encounter  
in our  missionary work. 

Prayer intention of Pope Leo > For collaboration among different  
religious traditions 

1. Christianity: 28.8% of the world's population (approximately 2.6 billion people) - 50% 
Catholic, 37% Protestant, 12% Orthodox and 1% other. 

2. Islam: 25.6% of the world's population (almost 2 billion followers). 

3. Hinduism: 14.9% of the world's population (approximately 1.2 billion people). 

4. Buddhism: 7% of the world's population (approximately 500 million practitioners). 

Approximately 1.4 billion people (of the world's population) have no religious affiliation,  
making them the third largest group after Christians and Muslims. 
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Source: Statistics and Forecasts for World Religions: 1800-2025
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